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Rep y to Office 



REMARKS 

The above amendment with the following remarks is submitted to be fully responsive to 
the final Office Action of April 28, 2008. Claims 1-9 were pending in the present application 
prior to the above amendment In the present amendment, < laims 1-2, 4-5 and 7 have been 
amended to contact discovered informalities, and new claims 10-1 1 have been added. Therefore, 
claims 1-1 1 are pending in the present application and are believed to be in proper condition for 
allowance. No new matter is introduced (see, e^g., original claims 1-2, 4-5 and 7 as filed). 
Reconsideration in view of the above amendments and following remarks is respectfully 
requested. 

First, Applicants wish to thank the Examiner for tho indication of allowable subject 
matter with respect to dependent system claims 5-6. Accordingly, (i) dependent system claim 5 
has been rewritten in independent form and to correct inform* lities, and (ii) new method claims 
10-1 1 based on system claims 5-6 have been added. Thus, cla ms 5-6 and 10-1 1 are in condition 
for allowance. In addition, claims 1-4, and 7-9 also are in condition for allowance, as set forth in 
detail below. 

Claims 1-4, and 7-9 patentably distinguish over the applied references, (1) German 
Publication 29616832, (2) Kunz et al. (USP 3,914,175), (3) UK patent 1,418,806, (4) PCT 
publication WO 0220115, (5) Kingsbury et al. (USP 3,231, )91) and (6) Lawson et al. (USP 
2,405,838), as the applied references, alone or in combination, fail to disclose, teach or suggest 
all of the features recited in the pending claims. For example , 
recites (emphasis added): 
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A system for separating a water/ 
fluid into a recovered oil fluid and a purifieji 
water/hydrocarbons emulsion fluid: comprising 
and a dispersed phase, the purifieji water fluic 
constituted of the continuous phase] the system 

a vessel at an inlet of Which the 
emulsion fluid may flow; 

one or more coalescing > : elements 
Polymer Absorbent material, each Coalescing el 
coalesce at least a portion of the dispersed 
droplets into large drops, said large drops 
from the coalescing element upon a flow of the 

one or more separating aiid guiding 
oleophilic material, each separating and guijiing 
associated with one coalescing element and 
output of the associated coalescing demerit 
detached large drops for further recoveijy 
structure that is adapted to allow the 
through the separating and guidihg means, 



/hydrqearbons emulsion 
water fluid, the 
continuous phase 
being essentially 
Comprising: 
v rater/hydrocarbons 



being 



continu ous 



irade of Reusable 
ement allowing to 
phase from small 
further detached 
Emulsion fluid; 
means made of an 
means being 
disposed at an 
to guide said 
and having a 
phase to flow 



Independent claim 7, as amended, recites (emphasis adc ed): 



A method for recovering from a water/hydrocarbons 
emulsion fluid a recovered oil fluid and a purif ed water fluid, the 
water/hydrocarbons emulsion fluid comprising i continuous phase 
and a dispersed phase, the purified water fluid being essentially 



constituted of the continuous phase, the method 
providing a flow of at least a 



water/hydrocarbons emulsion fluid! through at hast one bed within 



a vessel, each bed supporting a coalescing 



comprising: 
portion of 



the 



element made of 



Reusable Polymer Absorbent material, whereby at least a portion 
of the dispersed phase coalesces from small jlroptets into large 
drops; 

detaching said large drops from each rjed by means of a 
fldw velocity; 

guiding the detached large drops ljrith at least one 
separating and guiding means made of an o 

the at least one separating and guiding means being associated with 
the at least one bed, said separating and guiding means having a 
structure that is adapted to allow the continuous phase to flow 
through the separating and guiding means; 

recovering the recovered oil fluid froiji the guided large 
drops; and 

Page 7 of 9 



PACE 9/1 1 * RCVD AT 10/23/2008 2:21 :47 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/42 ■ DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:703 848 2981 • DURATION <mm-ss):02-22 



. • 10/-2372008 14:30 FAX 703 848 2981 RMH Law IgjOlO/Oll 

! ■.•'!•■•./' J-"-, 

Appl. No. 10/597,124 
Reply to Office Action Dated April 28, 2008 

recovering the purified water fluid from the continuous 

phase. 

Thus, independent claims 1 and 7 are diirected to a novel and unobvious system and 
method for recovering from a water/hydrocarboijrs emulsion fluid a recovered oil fluid and a 
purified water fluid, including separating and guiding means made of an oleophilic material to 
guide detached large drops for further recovery aifcd having a structure that is adapted to allow a 
continuous phase to flow through the separating and guiding means. Advantageously, with the 
invention of independent claims 1 and 7, the separating and guiding means made of an oleophilic 
material allow intercepted large drops to adhere thetreto (see, e.g., paragraph [0069] of the 
published Specification). 

By contrast, the applied references, alone or in combination, fail to disclose, teach or 
suggest all of the features and advantages of the invention of independent claims 1 and 7. 
Specifically, althbugh German Publication 29616832 appears to disclose in Figs. 2-3 a guiding 
means 4, as far as Applicants can discern from the German text, this reference fails to disclose 
the separating and guiding means made of an oleophilic material. Similarly, Kunz et al. 
discloses baffle plates 5, but also fails to disclos^ the separating and guiding means made of an 
oleophilic material. The remaining references, UK patent 1,418,806, PCT publication WO 
0220115, Kingsbury et al. and Lawson et al., db not disclose use of a separating and guiding 
means, much less a separating and guiding means made of an oleophilic material. 

Therefore, independent claims 1 and 7 and claims dependent therefrom are allowable 
over the applied references, alone or in combination. 

In addition, the Final Office Action fails to indicate how the applied references disclose, 
teach, or suggest the features recited in dependent claims 2 and 4. Nonetheless, Applicants 
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submit that dependent claims 2-4 and 8-9 are allowable over the applied references, alone or in 
combination, on their own merits and for at least the reasons presented above with respect to 
independent claims 1 and 7. 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that the present application is in condition for 
allowance and a notice to that effect is respectfully requested. However, if the Examiner deems 
that any issue remains after considering this response, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned attorney to expedite the prosecution and place all claims in condition for allowance. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge! any fee associated with the submissibn of this 
response, including fees for extensions of time and any other fee necessary for the processing of 
this reply to Deposit Account No. 50-2183 (Reference Number 21.1197). 



Schlumberger Technology Corporation 



Sugar Land Product Center 
200 Gillingham Lane, MD 9 
Sugar Land, Texas 77478 



Date; October 23, 2008 




Regi* tration No. 28,562 
for I 



Georfee B. Georgellis 
Regi stration No. 43,632 
Attorney for Applicants 
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